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Women from Here and Elsewhere
Pathways, Challenges and Changes 
Marrakech, December 19-20, 2008
 

Summary of the workshop on inequalities and situations of vulnerability. Abuses of fundamental rights, and social and domestic violence

There were a plurality and diversity of speakers and participants: representatives of public institutions and administrations, women policy makers, associations, field practitioners, university theoreticians, company managers and representatives of the private sector; coming from around the world: Europe, Arab countries, Africa, USA, Canada and Morocco. During the discussions, light was shed on the arrangements in force in different countries, trends, monographs, case studies, individual and collective situations... This helped exchange practices and situations. All speeches and discussions were passionate and strong, showing a firm involvement in defending the cause of women. Various women’s situations were raised and addressed: women of all ages, the youth, mothers, the elderly, and their status: students, workers in the tertiary sector, highly skilled women, prostitutes and women in retirement.
 
Participants highlighted the invisibility of women, while specifying different contexts: single women, isolated women joining their husbands, students, workers, illegal immigrants... Similarly, it was noted that women, in most cases, were constrained by a threefold vulnerability: social, economic and legal.
 
The legal question was long debated. Various issues were raised. Firstly, the focus was on the problem of implementing the reform of the new Family Law both in Morocco and abroad. Numerous testimonials by civil society activists and legal experts show that Moroccan women are unequal before the implementation of this Law. The territorial inequality of access to rights emanates from inadequate training and awareness-raising among the authorities in charge of this dossier on the one hand, and a lack of women’s access to information in this regard on the other.
 
Secondly, discussions addressed the lack of cooperation or even conventions that empower and protect Moroccan women abroad. When these conventions exist, they are limited and provide for nothing for citizens with dual nationality. Thus, the judgments are not recognized. There were claims to facilitate circulation of judgments between Morocco and other countries regarding some situations such as divorce, women abandoned by their husbands in Morocco, the need for parental permission for the child to leave the country and the question of the Kaffala. 

The stay in some host countries remains bound to the status of worker and access to basic rights, such as education, family, social security, political participation... and is dependent on the acquisition of this status of worker. In addition, these women face an insecurity related to the tightening of laws governing the right of residence and the acquisition of dual nationality in host countries. 

Also, it is worth mentioning that women are increasingly visible and have access to public space. They hold positions of high skills and responsibility in associations, administrations, corporations and municipalities. Even in extremely insecure situations, women are forming informal networks of solidarity and friendship. They participate actively in the fight against discrimination, the promotion of equality, the access to rights for all women whether in the host country or country of origin. 
	In conclusion, recommendations were strongly expressed by the participants:
· Better qualitative and quantitative knowledge about migration of Moroccan women whether recent or old; who migrates, why, how?

· The importance of statistical data in particular for some destinations such as African and Arab countries, and the United States;
·  The fight against illiteracy nationwide;
·  Women’s access to vocational training;
·  The integration of the gender approach in the education of children at an early age.

·  Access to information on rights.





The CCME is a “bridge” between the country of origin and host countries. It should take into account in particular the diversity of living conditions of the Moroccan community abroad and should be a space of exchange of practices to improve conditions of living and work, and legal aspects of Moroccans living abroad. 
