Teaching Arabic, “Maison d’Averroes”, a New Association in Dreux


We are parents, social workers and researchers, whether Moroccan immigrants or not. We found that there is a strong demand for learning the Arabic language on the one hand, and that among Moroccan immigrant youth, the demand for transmission of values is very strong on the other. This shows their needs for fundamental benchmarks to build themselves and define their identity. We share the belief that these children and young people should not only master French culture, but also the culture of the country of origin of their parents or grandparents, in order to become responsible, enterprising and useful citizens to their country.
 
Arabic courses are currently offered under the LCO program (languages and culture of origin), but given mainly in schools in sensitive neighborhoods, for one hour a week allotted to LCO, which is not enough for such an ambitious program. Besides, the Arabic language is also taught in religious associations and mosques. It is therefore meant for Muslims. 

By opening the learning of Arabic outside the religious context, we can accommodate children of all origins and all social backgrounds, and create an area of social coeducation, tolerance, cultural and religious openness.
 
It seems also important to us to isolate our initiative from any political and religious interpretation, favoring thus an open cultural approach and enhancing the learning of a stigma-prone language and civilization. We aim to encourage a pedagogy based on crossing perspectives. 

In addition, a good knowledge of the Arabic language and civilization for coming youth will help break down walls of misunderstanding whose foundations are ignorance and fear of the unknown. 

To do this, we formed an association that we called "La Maison d’Averroes”. 

The association is just one year old and has already started two courses in Dreux, accommodating Moroccan children in the majority, children of different social backgrounds and religions, as well as children of French origin, of immigration or born under mixed marriages. 

Our hope is that this initiative can be exported to other cities or even other countries. Currently, we were approached, at a symposium organized by the CCME, for similar projects in France, the Netherlands and Canada. 
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