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	المملكة المغربية

مجلس الجالية المغربية بالخارج


FINAL DECLARATION 
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF EMIGRATION COUNCILS AND INSTITUTIONS


Held in Rabat on March 3-4, 2009

  
Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, the first international conference of emigration councils and institutions took place on March 3-4, 2009 in Rabat at the invitation of the Council for the Moroccan Community Abroad (CCME). 


This first conference of its kind was attended by a hundred personalities, including ministers and government officials, representatives of councils for emigrants, elected officials from emigrant communities to representative institutions in their countries of origin, representatives of the Moroccan political parties and experts on migration. The foreign delegations invited represented 16 countries throughout the world (Algeria, Belgium, Benin, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Ecuador, Spain, France, Italy, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mali, Mexico, Portugal, Senegal and Tunisia). 


According to the agenda of the conference, presentations and discussions were rich and varied. They helped to examine the general issues of migration as well as experiences of participating countries in public policies towards immigrants. Several speakers also addressed the modalities of political participation in their countries of origin and advisory institutions of emigrant populations. 


Thus, the participants noted that: 

1. Migration phenomena are globalized and create problems at the global level, engaging more and more states who, with various degrees of course, have become transmitters, receivers and places of transit, which are more or less permanent places for migrants. 

2. The equation for the integration of migrants in host countries and the preservation of their identity and their links with their countries of origin certainly creates some misunderstanding, or even some tensions, entailing negotiated solutions, in accordance with the International Human Rights Law, while taking into account the diversity of national legal systems and the context of democratic progress in the world today. 

3. Beyond the misunderstandings and political instrumentalization, and despite xenophobia, the migration phenomenon is a powerful leverage for mutual understanding, mutual respect and enriching cultural exchange between peoples. Collective thinking at the international level on issues generated by these phenomena can only contribute to the development and implementation of concerted and relevant policies in the interest of the transmitting and receiving countries or countries of transit and, above all, in the interest of migrants and the protection of their fundamental rights. 

4. In this regard, the Rabat conference has helped to assess the diversity and changing nature of public policies and modalities of political participation and the nature of the councils of migrant communities, based on national traditions of each State. It also helped to assess the constraints and historical dynamics underway, including the intensity and sustainability of cultural links between migrant populations and countries of origin. 

5. However, this institutional and political diversity offers a rich source of thinking, comparative scientific research and inspiration for the actors from immigrant communities and public authorities. Thus, many good practices and ways of thinking, which are more or less adaptable to the context of each state have been brought to light. 

To continue the beginning of collective thinking and consultation, the Rabat conference decided to establish a provisional committee of coordination, in charge of following up its proceedings and organize exchanges between the councils of the participating countries and expand the action field and engagement with similar institutions of other States who would be interested. This committee is composed of the following institutions:

· The Council for the Moroccan Community Abroad;

· The General Council of the Spanish Community Abroad;

· The High Council of Malians Abroad;

· The Ministry for Ecuadorean migrants;

The secretariat of the committee, in charge of preparing future initiatives between emigration councils and institutions, is entrusted to the CCME. 

  



Done in Rabat on 4 March 2009

