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Mapping female migration on the terrain of globalisation: Where are the sites of resistance?
Migration in its contemporary form s constantly discussed as a product of globalisation – a world in which prosperity increasingly depends on the movement of capital, services and goods across international frontiers.  Globalisation creates the space in which migrants move between countries, within regions, and across the world.  

This paper will discuss the space that globalisation has created for the movement of female migrants. It will consider this both from the standpoint of the effects of migration in countries of origin, and also in the types of demand for migrant labour which is being created in the countries of destination.

It will also argue that globalisation should not be understand as an abstract economic force which is driven by factors external to national societies, but as a set of policies and practices which are being constantly renewed and re-articulated by the interactions of nation states, and regions within nation states, which are pursuing their own interests within the global context.

Using the example of London and the South East England, the paper will provide a context for understand the ways in which the migration of women workers contributes to the dynamism of the regional economy and supports its ‘success’ as a ‘global’ or ‘world’ city.  

It will discuss the features of the economic space that women migrants work within in this ‘World City’, looking at the ways in which relations of advantage and disadvantage are created, and the strategies available which hold out prospects for survival and empowerment. It will look at the ways in which solidarity has been generated on the basis of the mobilisation of elements which are specific to (a) gender, (b) occupation, (c) nationality, and (d) class.  It will discuss some of the campaigns underway in London, dealing with issues of social solidarity, which migrant women have related and sought to influence and shape.

In a final section the paper will look at the broader issues which need to be considered if the processes described as globalisation are to be directed towards progressive goals, of securing greater equality and social justice across society.  The key issue here is the creation of a public space, sustained by the appropriate institutions, which will allow a strongly defined, democratic public interest to be asserted against the commercial interests entrenched in market forces. Are there ways in which advocacy supporting the rights of women migrants will help define the character of this public space, of the social interests which it will need to protect and promote?

