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Acquisition of citizenship statistics

Data from March 2014. Most recent data: Further Furostat information, Main tables and Database .

This article presents recent statistics on the acquisition of citizenship in the European Union (EU) .

In 2012, 818 100 people obtained citizenship of an EU-28 Member State, an increase of 4.0 % compared with
2011; More people had acquired the citizenship of an EU Member State than in any other year during the
period from 2002 to 2011. The main contribution to the increase at EU level came from United Kingdom (16
300), followed by Ireland (414 300) and Sweden (413 500). The increase in Ireland, however, is a consequence
of the efforts in the past two years to reduce the backlog of citizenship applications.

Most new citizenships in 2012 were granted by the United Kingdom (193 900 or 24 %), Germany (114 600
or 14 %), France (96 100 or 12 %), Spain (94 100 or 12 %) and Italy (65 400 or 8.0 %).

Of those acquiring citizenship of an EU-28 Member State, 87 % had previously been citizens of non-EU coun-

tries. Of these, citizens of Morocco and Turkey made up the highest numbers, followed by citizens of India,
Ecuador and Iragq.
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Figure 1: Total number of acquisitions of citizenship in the EU-28, 2009-2012 Source: Eurostat
(migr acq)
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2009 2010 2011 2012

EU-28 771.8 815.7* 786.4* 818.0*
Belgium 328 346 288 386
Bulgaria 1.0 0.8 0.6 18
Crech Republic 1.1 11 1.6 1.8
Denmark 6.8 4.0 4.2 36
Germany 96.1 104.6 108.6 114.6
Estonia 17 1.2 15 1.3
Ireland 4.5 6.4 10.7 25.0
Greece 17.0 94 17.5 16.2
Spain 79.6 1237 114.6 941
France 135.8 143.3 114.6 96.1
Croatia 5.3 3.3 3.3 1.1
Italy 59.4 65.9 56.2 65.4
Cyprus 4.1 14 2.2 2.3
Latvia 32 a7 25 38
Lithuania 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.z
Luxembourg 4.0 4.3 34 47
Hungary 5.8 G.1 206 18.4
Malta 0.8 0.9 1.1 11
Hetherlands 29.8 26.3 28.6 31.0
Austria 8.0 6.1 6.7 7.0
Poland 25 248 34 38
Portugal 242 21.8 23.2 218
Romania 94 : : :
Slovenia 1.8 1.8 1.8 15
Slovakia 0.3 02 0.3 0.3
Finland 34 4.3 4.6 9.1
Sweden 295 325 36.6 502
United Kingdom 203.6 194 8 177 .6 193.9
Iceland 07 05 0.4 0.4
Liechtenstein 0.1 01 01 01
Horway 11.4 11.6 14.4 127
Switzerland 434 38.3 36.0 335
Montenegro 5.3 3.3 3.3 :
FYR of Macedonia 0.a 1.2 1.2 1.1
Turkey 8.1 95 9.2 :

The individual values do not add up to the total due to rounding
(*) The EU-28 aggregate includes Romanian data for 2009,
(-} Data not available

Table 1: Total number of acquisitions of citizenship in the EU-28, EFTA and candidate countries,
2009-2012 Source: Eurostat (migr acq)
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Figure 2: Five main EU-28 Member States granting citizenship, 2012 Source: FEurostat
(migr acq)
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The EU-28 aggregate includes Romanian data for 2009
Data for RO are not available

Figure 3: Acquisitions of citizenship, relative change 2012-2011 Source: Eurostat (migr acq)and
(migr acq)
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The EUZ28 aggregate includes Romanian data for 2009,

Data for RO, ME, MK and TR are not available

Data on the number of inhabitans refer to 1 January 2013
Sources: Eurostat (online data codes: migr acg, migr popictz)

Figure 4: Acquisitions of citizenship per 1000 persons, 2012 Source: Eurostat (migr acq)and
(migr acq)and (migr poplctz)

eurostat 3



Figure 5: Naturalisation rate (acquisition of citizenship per 100 non-citizens), 2012 Source: Eu-
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The EU-22 aggregate includes Romanian data for 2009.

Data for RO, ME, MK and TR are not available
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Table 2: Acquisitions of citizenship by groups of previous citizenship in the EU-28, EFTA and
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EU-28 Non EU-28 Member
e Member States States U
{1000) (1000) (%) (1000) (%) (1000) (%)

EU-28* 818.0 92.4 11.3 707.8 86.5 17.8 22
Belgium 386 8.6 222 298 77.2 0.2 0.6
Bulgaria 18 0.0 1.2 17 96.9 0.0 19
Czech Republic 18 05 285 12 70.6 0.0 09
Denmark 36 0.3 9.1 33 90.8 0.0 0.1
Germany 114.6 207 18.0 934 81.5 0.6 0.5
Estonia 13 0.0 0.3 13 99.7 0.0 0.0
Ireland 250 14 5.6 238 94.3 0.0 0.1
Greece 16.2 0.2 1.5 15.5 954 0.5 30
Spain 941 14 1.5 927 98.5 0.0 0.0
France 96.1 8.2 8.6 743 77.3 136 14.2
Croatia 1.1 0.3 236 0.8 76.2 0.0 0.2
Italy 654 57 8.8 59.6 91.2 0.0 0.0
Cyprus 23 1.3 544 1.1 456 0.0 0.0
Latvia 38 0.0 049 38 99.1 0.0 0.0
Lithuania 0.2 0.0 1.0 0.2 99.0 0.0 0.0
Luxembourg 47 4.1 86.6 0.6 134 0.0 0.0
Hungary 18.4 14.9 811 35 18.9 0.0 0.0
Malta 1.1 0.3 286 0.8 69.9 0.0 15
Netherlands 31.0 24 7.8 27.3 88.3 1.2 39
Austria 7.0 1.2 16.6 59 834 0.0 0.0
Poland a8 0.4 114 34 88.6 0.0 0.0
Portugal 218 07 34 211 96.6 0.0 0.0
Romania : : : : : : :
Slovenia 15 0.3 226 1.1 77.0 0.0 0.3
Slovakia 0.3 0.1 3.0 02 69.0 0.0 0.0
Finland 9.1 1.1 12.2 7.9 86.7 0.1 1.1
Sweden 50.2 74 14.8 41.3 824 14 28
United Kingdom 193.9 10.5 5.4 183.3 94.5 0.1 0.1
Iceland 04 0.1 228 0.3 77.2 0.0 0.0
Liechtenstein 0.1 0.0 29.4 0.1 70.6 0.0 0.0
Norway 127 1.2 9.2 11.6 90.8 0.0 0.0
Switzerland 335 15.1 45.0 18.4 54.9 0.0 0.1
Montenegro : : : : : :
FYR of Macedonia 11

Turkey .

The individual values do not add up to the total due to rounding

(*) The ELI28 aggregate includes Romanian data for 2009,

(:) Data not available

candidate countries, 2012 Source: Eurostat (migr acq)
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Belgium Bulgaria

Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) ¢ Previous EU citizens of _(1000) (%) |Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000)
taly 37.4_| WMoroceo 79 2 Poland 4 Russia
Netheriands 1 Turkey Germany’ i FYR of Macedonia
France q ‘Congo, fhie Democraic Republic of e Czech Republic Wicidova
Romania Russia Greece Ukraing
Poland Cameroon France Turkey
Giner 05 Gther 4515 Other il Gther 2
Czech Republic Denmark I
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)  _Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) [Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)
Slovakia 407 | Ukraine 4 Germany 44 | Irag 7 224
Poland 3 Russia i Sweden 74| Aghanistan 1432
Romania 1 Vietnam Poland Turkey 2
Bulgaria Armenia Romania Somalia 7
Greece Belarus United Kingdom 4| iran 9
Other Gther F Giher 5 Other a7
Germany stonia
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) _( Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) __Previous EU citizens of_(1000) (%) [Previous non-EU cifizens of _(1000) (%)
Poland Turkey 33 3 Lalvia 250 | Former Soviel Union 84,
Greece Serbia Lithuania 250 | Russia 1
Romania Rugsia Finiand 250 [ Ukraing
italy Ukraine United Kingdom 550 [ Belarus
Bulgaria 4| irag Belgium 0.0 ] india
Giner 7573 [ Giher 4364 Giher 0.0 "Giher
refand — reece
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000 Previous non-EU cifizens of _(1000) (%)
Romania 3 igeria 7.2 Bulgaria Alania 13788,
Foland ] Philippines i Romania Eqypt
Croatia ndia 1 Paland Syrian Arab Repubiic
Latia Pakistan United Kingdom Ukraine
Bulgaria Ukraing Germany Armenia
Giner 5 Giher 3 Giher 538 | Other
Spain rance
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000} (%) |Previous non-EU cifizens of _(1000) (%]
Porugal 3 Ecuadar 272 29 Portugal 396 | Morocco 167225
Romania 3 Colombia 8147 Romania 148 | Ageria 124 167
taly i Horocco 0. taly 7.8 | Tunisia 7
Poland Peru 9 Poland T Turkey 5
Buigaria Dominican Republic T Germany 6.1 | Senegal 3
Giner il Giher 25237 Other 239 | Other 329 da3
Croatia Ttaly
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) ¢ Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) |Previous nonEU citizens of _(1000) (%)
Germany Bosnia and Herzegovina 5 Romania 57.0_| Morocco 147 247
Siovenia Serdia 2 Poland 8.1 | Aibania 159
Austria FYR of iacedonia Croatia 73 | Tunisia 3
ftaly Russia Bulgaria 50 | india 0
Caeth Repubiic China Germany 55 Feru 7
Otner il Other il Other 4231 | Gther 239 485
Cyprus [atvia
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of 11000) Previous EU citizens of _(1000) (%) |Previous non-EU cifizens of _(1000)
Greece 6. South Afiica reland 394 | Recognised non-cifizen
United Kingdom 3 Russia Uniied Kingdom 273 | Russia
Romania Ausiraiia Lithuania 3 Belarus
Bulgaria Turkey Belgium Ukraine
France Ukraine Germany Armenia
Other Gther 3 Other Other
Lithuania L
Previous EU cifizens of (10 ( Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)  _Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) |Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)
Poland 0] Stafeless 47, Belgium 39 20.1
Belgium Russia o7 Portugal 285 | Bosnia and Herzegovina 118
Buigaria Ukraine 1 France i Serbia 108
Czech Republic Beiarus taly 1 United States 7
Denmark Armenia Germany Cape Verde 5
Otner Other Other Other 439
Hungary Walta
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%)  _Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) [Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%)
Romania 144 9 Ukraine 5 United Kingdem 489 | Australia 319
Slovakia Serbia 3 italy 160 | Russia 92
Germany Russia France 7.1 | United States 77
Croatia Vietnam Germany. 43 | Canada 75
Poland ran Romania 40| "Woracee 40
Giner Giher Giher 484 "Gther 357
ustria
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000} (%) [Previous non-EU cifizens of _(100|
Germany 17.0. | Merocco 2 Croatia 3
Poland 5.0 | Turkey 1 Romania E: Bosnia and Herzegovina
Romania 0.9 | irag Germany Serbia
Unifed Kingdom 63| "Somaiia Siovakia Russia
Belgium 78| Afahanistan Hungary Aghanistan
Giner 416 Bther 337 Giher il Giher
Poland Portugal
Previous EU cifizens of (10 &) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000} (%) |Previous non-EU cilizens of _(1000) (%]
Germany 396 | Ukraine 35 Romania 5 Brazil 218
Sweden 108 | Belarus i3 Bulgaria i Ukraine 58
Bulgaria 7| Russia 7 Spain Cape Verde 153
Lithuania G | Amenia i Germany lioldova 7
Siovakia 2| Vietnam 4 Poland Angola 8
Other 329 Other. 34 Other 1 Other 28.6
Siovenia Slovakia
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) |Previous non-EU cilizens of (1000) (%)
Ttaly 463 | Bosnia and Hezegovina 5 Czech Republic 4 Ukraine 3
Croatia 308 | FYR of Macedonia 1 Romania 316 | Seroia 3.
Germany 0 | Serbia 1 Hungary. 1 Vietam
France 7| Ukraine Poland 1| United Stafes
Buigaria 5 | United Siates Bulgaria Belans
Giner 7| Gtner il Gther 8| Other 33,
Finand Sweden
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000) Previous non-EU citizens of _(1000)
Estonia 460 | Russia 315 _Finland 2 3 Iraq 6.6 4
Sweden 71| Somaiia 77 Poland 62 Thailand
Romania Afghanisian 5" " Germany 7 Somalia
Germany Irag 8 Denmark 5 Stateless
Fungary ran 7 Romania 4 iran
Otner 5 Giher 428 Other 03 Other 8.4 4
United Kingdom iceland
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)  _Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) |Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)
Poland 028 ndia 283 1 Poland 318 | Philippines 1
Grezce 8 78 | Pakistan 1841 Romania 128 | Servia
Buigaria 77 igeria Sweden 417 | Thailand
Romania 765 | Pnilippines Lithuznia 4| Bosnia and Herzegovina
France 650 | China Bulgaria 3| Russia
Other 6438 | Otner 11226 Gther 318 | Other 5
Liechtenstein orviay
Previous EU citizens of (101 %) Previous non-EU citizens of (1000) (%)  _Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) [Previous non-EU citizens of (10000 (%)
Austria 37, 4 Sweden 2 | g 142
Germany 2 Turkey 2 Poland Somalia 141
italy i Bosnia and Herzegovina Denmark 5| Atgnanistan 8
Siovenia Philippines Germany Stateless 7
Croatia Seroia Lithuania 0| Russia 58
Other 7| Gther i Other 350 | Other 497
FVR of Macedonia
Previous EU cifizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _ _Previous EU citizens of (1000 Previous non-EU cifizens of (1000) (%) _
Italy 265 | Seria 1 Austria 2| Albania 247
Germany 523 Turkey Germany erbia 540
Poriugal 137 | FYR of Macedonia Croatia urkey 1
France 7.87|Sn Lanka Siovenia osnia and Herzegovina ]
Croatia 7.9 | Bosnia and Herzegavina Bulgaria iateless 7
Giner 518 | iher [ Giher E: her 357

Notes: See methodological notes
Romania, Montenegro, Turkey: data are not available.

Table 3: Main countries of former EU and non-EU citizenships of persons acquiring citizenship
in the EU-28, EFTA and candidate countries, 2012 (in absolute numbers and as a percentage
of the total EU/ non-EU former citizenships of persons acquiring citizenship) Source: Eurostat

(migr acq)
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(ET I Total acq. in Main EU-28 Member States granting citizenship

Rank previous EU-28

FLEELD 11000} Rank 1 (%) Rank 2 &) Rank 3 &) Rank 4 (%) Other (%)
1 Moracoa 593 PR B2 T 248 Es 157 BE 133 180
2 Turkey 538 DE 619 R 89 UK 88 ML 81 124
3 india B9 LK 77 7.1 m 64 DE 26 7.2
4 Ecuador 289  ES 939 T 23 UK 132 DE 07 18
5  Irag 275 SE 605 UK 1329 DE 128 ML 47 81
6  Albania 254  EL 537 T 73 UK 41 BE 15 35
7 Pakistan 263 UK mom 60 IE 51 DE 50 110
8  Romania 262 HU 57.1 m 130 DE 95 FR 49 156
9 Colombia 194  ES 829 UK 49 14 FR 24 6.3
10 Russia 183 DE 220 A 135 FR 120 UK 0.2 413
1 Higeria 180 UK 494 17w 52 DE 44 93
12 Algeria 169 FR 736 UK 92  BE 51 s 42 79
13 Ukraine 166 DE 231 PT 200 HU w06 T 95 368
14 Pilippines 155 UK 525 IE 248 T 58  ES 16 134
15 China 135 UK 542  DE 01 FR 87 IE 59 21.0
16 Serbia 128 DE 466 HU 104 SE 39 FR 85 256
17 Poland 128 DE 5 UK 238 sE g m 72 204
18 Moldova 115 RO 551 PT 78T 07 IE 55 108
19 Peru 113 ES T4E T 140 FR 24 SE 21 6.6
20 Brazi 13 PT 408 T 128 ES 124 UK 9.9 242
21 Afghanistan 108 UK 423 DE 253 N 91 sE 7.9 14.9
22 ran 107 UK 385 DE 229 sE 132 N 51 203
23 Tunisia 96 FR 520 T 267 DE 91  BE 39 84
24 somalia 93 UK 551 SE 166 NL 124 Al 6.5 93
25  SriLanka 89 UK 69.0  DE 27 FR 80 0T 7.0 6.2
26  Bangladesh 89 UK 642 T 164 E 64  SE 22 10.8
27 South Africa 84 UK 226 IE 24 oY 22 ML 19 48
2% Ghana B1 UK 583 T 158 NL 67 DE 56 135
28 Dominican Republic 81 ES 801 iy 12 D 31 N 17 a9
30 tay 78 BE 403 DE 277 FR 80 UK 7.0 16.9

Table 4: Thirty main countries of previous citizenship, 2012 Source: Eurostat (migr acq)

Total Gender distribution Median Distribution by age (%)

{1000) M (%) F (%) age 0-14 15-24 25-34 3544 45-54 55+ Unk.
EU-28* 818.0 482 518 314 203 15.0 254 231 99 6.2 0.1
Belgium 386 473 527 321 239 11.0 227 214 11.0 100 00
Bulgaria 18 56.6 434 323 4.6 19.8 330 173 129 125 00
Czech Republic 18 402 59.8 36.9 103 16.5 175 217 129 151 00
Denmark 36 454 546 236 298 245 16.0 18.0 83 35 00
Germany 1146 496 50.4 292 131 281 247 216 77 48 00
Estonia 13 452 548 217 363 252 232 8.1 47 25 00
Ireland 250 441 55.9 36.1 143 109 200 40.0 122 26 00
Greece 16.2 532 46.8 242 253 26.6 139 98 97 138 10
Spain 941 459 541 308 217 12.0 259 212 89 73 00
France 96.1 486 514 279 306 141 217 185 84 57 10
Croatia 11 423 577 375 79 5.6 291 257 143 173 00
Italy 65.4 465 535 346 224 116 16.9 26.9 16.9 54 00
Cyprus 23 471 52.9 293 108 283 232 143 107 127 00
Latvia 38 51.0 49.0 247 233 277 239 95 78 78 0.0
Lithuania 02 46.0 540 381 0.0 178 218 267 15.3 183 0.0
Luxembourg 47 498 50.2 36.9 0.0 281 187 173 148 212 0.0
Hungary 18.4 485 515 343 9.4 124 303 237 111 131 0.0
Maita 11 46.1 53.9 36.0 132 124 215 235 144 148 03
Netherlands 310 432 56.8 327 182 133 258 252 1086 6.9 0.0
Austria 70 456 544 26.6 285 186 217 218 71 24 0.0
Poland 38 50.2 498 342 79 12.9 18 240 119 114 0.0
Portugal 218 485 515 306 16.6 16.6 301 207 113 48 0.0
Romania
Slovenia 15 541 459 307 246 13.0 252 209 95 6.9 0.0
Slovakia 03 494 50.6 330 71 18.0 310 243 102 94 0.0
Finland 9.1 453 547 299 27.0 15.8 209 203 101 6.0 0.0
Sweden 50.2 492 508 300 271 136 225 19.9 101 6.8 0.0
United Kingdom 1939 495 505 325 189 104 306 27.0 88 44 0.0
Iceland 0.4 404 59.6 N4 218 9.9 .2 228 104 3.9 0.0
Liechtenstein 0.1 479 521 285 109 286 286 5.9 109 151 0.0
Horway 127 46.9 831 25.2 330 167 209 18.2 7.8 35 0.0
Switzerland 338 476 52.4 32.0 214 189 15.4 22.1 149 7.2 0.0
Montenegro :
FYR Macedonia 11
Turkey

(*) The EU-28 aggregate includes Romanian data for 2009.
(:) Data not available

Table 5: Gender and age distribution of persons acquiring citizenship in the EU-28, EFTA and
candidate countries, 2012 Source: Eurostat (migr acq)and (migr acq)
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Figure 6: Distribution by gender and age of persons acquiring citizenship in the EU-28, 2012
Source: Eurostat (migr acq)

Main statistical findings

EU-28 Member States granted citizenship to around 818 000 persons in 2012

In 2012, 818 100 people obtained citizenship of an EU-28 Member State, an increase of 4.0 % compared with
2011. This was mainly caused by the increases in absolute terms in United Kingdom (16 300 more persons were
granted British citizenship compared with 2011), followed by Ireland (14 300) and Sweden (13 500). By con-
trast, the largest decreases in absolute terms were observed in Spain (20 500 less persons were granted Spanish
citizenship compared with 2011) and France (18 500 less).

The top five citizenship-granting countries accounted for 69 % of new citizenships granted in the EU in 2012:
the United Kingdom (193 900 or 24 %), followed by Germany (114 600 or 14 %), France (96 100 or 12 %), Spain
(94 100 or 12 %) and Italy (65 400 or 8.0 %).

The highest relative increases were seen in Bulgaria (up by 186 %), Ireland (up by 133 %) and Finland (up by
99 %). By contrast, the highest relative decrease of more than 50 % was recorded in Croatia (down by 67 %).
However, in absolute terms, the increase in Bulgaria did not contribute significantly to the overall increase in
the EU-28 in 2012.

In relation to the population, the highest number of citizenships were granted by Luxembourg (8.7 per thousand
persons) followed by Ireland (5.5), Sweden (5.3), Belgium (3.5) and United Kingdom (3.0).

An indicator commonly used to measure the effect of national policies on citizenship is the " naturalisation
rate " or ratio of the total number of citizenships granted over the stock of foreign population in a country at
the beginning of the year. It is important to note that changes in naturalisation rates can also be attributed to
changes in the foreign population and in the way the foreign population is measured (see the methodological
notes below).

In 2012, in the EU-28 as a whole, 2.4 per hundred foreign citizens were granted citizenship. The country
with the highest naturalisation rate was Hungary (13 per hundred), followed by Sweden (7.8), Poland (6.6),
Malta (5.6), Portugal (5.0) and Finland (5.0). The lowest naturalisation rates were found in the Czech Republic
and Slovakia (both 0.4). Other countries with naturalisation rates under 1.0 were Estonia (0.6), Austria (0.7)
and Lithuania (0.9).

Of the five EU-28 countries that granted the most citizenships, the rate was above the EU-28 average in

the United Kingdom (4.0) and France (2.4). The rates were below the EU-28 average in Spain (1.8), Germany
(1.5) and Ttaly (1.4).

eurostat 7
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A quarter of new EU citizens were Moroccans, Turks, Indians, Ecuadorians and Iraqis

About 87 % of those who acquired citizenship of an EU-28 Member State in 2012 were previously citizens of a
non-EU country. This means that 707 800 non-EU-28 citizens residing in the EU-28 acquired an EU citizenship
in 2012, a 4.0 % increase with respect to 2011.

These new EU-28 citizens were mainly from Africa (25 % of the total number of citizenships acquired), Asia
(25 %), non-EU-28 Europe (20 %) and North and South America (15 %). Citizens of the EU-28 countries
who acquired citizenship of another Member State amounted to 92 400 persons, accounting for 11 % of the
total. Only in Luxembourg and Hungary were the majority of new citizenships granted to citizens of another
EU Member State. In Hungary, citizenship was granted mostly to Romanians; in Luxembourg to citizens of
Belgium, Portugal, France, Italy and Germany.

Viewed in terms of original citizenship, as in previous years, the largest groups were Moroccans (59 300 or
7.2 %) and Turks (53 800 or 6.6 %), followed by Indians (36 900 or 4.5 %), Ecuadorians (28 900 or 3.5 %), Iraqis
(27 500 or 3.4 %), Albanians (25 400 or 3.1 %) and Pakistanis (25 300 or 3.1 %). The majority of Moroccans
acquired citizenship of France (28 %), Italy (25 %), Spain (16 %), Belgium (13 %) and Netherlands (11 %),
while more than half of the Turks received German citizenship. A large majority of Indians and Pakistanis were
granted citizenship in United Kingdom (77 % and 73 % respectively), the overwhelming majority of Ecuadorians
(94 %) in the Spain, more than half of the Iraqis received Swedish citizenship(61 %), and half of the Albanians
received Greek citizenship(54 %).

Romanians were the eighth largest citizenship of origin in 2012, decreasing by 3.1 % (from 26 000 in 2011
to 25 200 in 2012). Grants of citizenship declined for two of the highest four citizenships of origin: for Moroc-
cans by 7.8 % and for Ecuadorians by 14 % and increased for two of the highest four citizenships of origin: for
Turks by 9.2 % and for Indians by 17 %.

In addition to Romania, among the thirty main countries of previous citizenship there are two other EU-
28 countries whose citizens acquired citizenship of another EU country: Poland and Italy. In absolute terms,
most Romanians acquiring citizenship became citizens of Hungary (14 400 persons) and Italy (3 300 persons),
more than half of the acquisitions of citizenship by Poles were in Germany (4 500 persons) and the United
Kingdom (3 000), about half of the Italians became citizens of Belgium (3 200 persons) and Germany (2 200
persons).

Half of those changing citizenship were aged 31 or less

The distribution by gender shows a slight predominance of women (52 % against 48 % men). Acquisitions of
citizenship by women outnumbered acquisitions by men in all but five of Member States (Bulgaria, Greece,
Latvia, Poland and Slovenia). The highest proportions of citizenship acquisitions by women were recorded in
the Czech Republic (60 %), Croatia (58 %) and the Netherlands (57 %). The country with the highest share of
acquisitions by men was Bulgaria (57 %).

Observed by age, there are two distinct peaks in terms of the predominance of acquisitions by women: one
in the age group 20-34 and another slight peak among those aged 50-64.

In 2012, the median age of persons acquiring citizenship in the whole of the EU was 31. The Member State
with the lowest median age was Estonia; half of its new citizens were younger than 22. The highest median age
(38) was in Lithuania.

Age distribution varied from one Member State to another due to differences in citizenship legislation and
age structure of the foreign population (see the methodological notes below). However, the common feature
uniting all Member States was that most new citizenships were acquired by younger people, and that the num-
bers declined with age.

In 2012, more than a third of persons granted citizenship of an EU-28 country were younger than 25 years

and nearly half aged 25 to 44, while those aged 55 or over accounted for less than 7 %.The proportion of citi-
zenship acquisitions by children was highest in Estonia (36 %) and France (31 %) and lowest in Bulgaria (4.6
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%) and Croatia and Poland (both 7.9 %). In Lithuania and Luxembourg, no children were granted citizenship.

Luxembourg accounted for the highest share of grants of citizenship to persons aged 65 or older (9.4 %),
followed by Croatia (7.9 %). The lowest shares of elderly new citizens were recorded in Ireland (0.4 %), Austria
(0.8 %) and Portugal, Estonia and Denmark (all 0.9 %).

Data sources and availability

Data on acquisitions of citizenship are collected by Eurostat under the provisions of Article 3.1.(d) of Regula-
tion 862/2007 on migration statistics, stating that: "Member States shall supply to the Commission (Eurostat)
statistics on the numbers of (...) persons having their usual residence in the territory of the Member State
and having acquired during the reference year the citizenship of the Member State and having formerly held
the citizenship of another Member State or a third country or having formerly been stateless , disaggregated by
age and sex, and by the former citizenship of the persons concerned and by whether the person was formerly
stateless."

The collection of data on acquisition of citizenship is defined by Regulation 862,/2007 and breakdowns and com-
position of the EU, EFTA and candidate countries groups are given in the implementing Regulation 351/2010
. The EU-28 aggregates for 2012, 2011 and 2010 include Romanian data for 2009.

Citizenship: the particular legal bond between an individual and his or her State, acquired by birth or
naturalisation, whether by declaration, choice, marriage or other means according to the national legislation.
International law does not provide detailed rules, but it recognises the competence of every state in cases like:
spouses of citizens, minors adopted by citizens, descendants of citizens born abroad returning to the country of
origin of their ancestors, etc. Countries differ considerably in terms of the conditions to be fulfilled to acquire
citizenship: in general a period of legally registered residence is required, combined with other factors such
as evidence of social and economic integration and knowledge of national languages. Different conditions may
apply for persons who were born in the country concerned (jus soli), or who have parents or other relatives with
that country’s citizenship (jus sanguinis).

Detailed information on the different modes of acquisition of citizenship in force in different countries can
be found at the EUDQO Citizenship website .

The category recognised non-citizen is particularly relevant in the Baltic States.

Countries revising the population series after the 2011 Census round were expected to send revised post-census
results by age, sex and citizenship or country of birth to Eurostat for the whole intercensal period or shorter by
the end of 2013. Eurostat has been informed of difficulties from the following countries to meet the deadline of
31 December 2013 for post-2011 census data transmission together with the following planned deadlines:

1) post-2011 Census population stocks by citizenship/country of birth before end of 2014: Italy (2008-2013);
Poland (2009-2012);

2) announcements: Germany (first half 2015); Greece (first half 2015); United Kingdom (first half 2015)

These revisions of data will have an impact on the naturalisation rates.

Context

Within the European Commission, the Directorate-General for Home Affairs is responsible for immigration
policy. In 2005, the European Commission relaunched the debate on the need for a common set of rules for
the admission of economic migrants with a Green paper on an EU approach to managing economic migration
(COM(2004) 811 final) which led to the adoption of a policy plan on legal migration (COM(2005) 669 final)
at the end of 2005. In July 2006, the European Commission adopted a Communication on policy priorities in
the fight against illegal immigration of third-country nationals (COM(2006) 402 final), which aims to strike a
balance between security and an individuals’ basic rights during all stages of the illegal immigration process.
In September 2007, the European Commission presented its third annual report on migration and integration
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http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:Eurostat
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R0862:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R0862:EN:NOT
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Commission_(EC)
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:Country_of_residence
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:Stateless
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Free_Trade_Association_(EFTA)
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:Candidate_countries
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32010R0351:EN:NOT
http://eudo-citizenship.eu/
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:Recognised_non-citizen

(COM(2007) 512 final). A European Commission Communication adopted in October 2008 emphasised the im-
portance of strengthening the global approach to migration: increasing coordination, coherence and synergies
(COM(2008) 611 final) as an aspect of external and development policy. The Stockholm programme, adopted by
EU heads of state and government in December 2009, sets a framework and series of principles for the ongoing
development of European policies on justice and home affairs for the period 2010 to 2014; migration-related
issues are a central part of this programme. In order to bring about the changes agreed upon, the European
Commission enacted an action plan implementing the Stockholm programme — delivering an area of freedom,
security and justice for Europe’s citizens (COM(2010) 171 final) in 2010.

In May 2013, the European Commission published the 'EU Citizenship Report 2013’. The Report notes that
"EU citizenship brings citizens new rights and opportunities. Moving and living freely within the EU is the right
they associate most closely with EU citizenship. Given modern technology and the fact that it is now easier to
travel, freedom of movement allows Europeans to expand their horizons beyond national borders, to leave their
country for shorter or longer periods, to come and go between EU countries to work, study and train, to travel
for business or for leisure, or to shop across borders. Free movement increases social and cultural interactions
within the EU and creates closer bonds between Europeans. In addition, it generates mutual economic benefits
for businesses and citizens, including those who remain at home, as the EU steadily removes internal obstacles.

See also

e Asylum statistics

e EU citizenship - statistics on cross-border activities

e Migration and migrant population statistics

e Residence permits statistics

Further Eurostat information

Data visualisation

e Regional Statistics llustrated - select statistical domain "Population’ (top right)

Publications

e EU Member states granted citizenship to more than 800 000 persons in 2010 - Statistics in focus 45/2012

e Nearly two-thirds of the foreigners living in EU Member States are citizens of countries outside the EU-27
- Statistics in focus 31,/2012

e Migrants in Europe - A statistical portrait of the first and second generation - Statistical books

e 6.5% of the EU population are foreigners and 9.4% are born abroad - Statistics in focus 34/2011

e Acquisitions of citizenship on the rise in 2009 - Statistics in focus 24/2011

e Demographic Outlook - 2010 edition

e Immigration to EU Member States down by 6% and emigration up by 13% in 2008 - Statistics in focus
1/2011

e Population grows in twenty EU Member States - Statistics in focus 38/20

Main tables
e Population , see:

International Migration and Asylum (t migr)

Acquisition of citizenship (tps00024)
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http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Asylum_statistics
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/EU_citizenship_-_statistics_on_cross-border_activities
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Residence_permits_statistics
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/RSI/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-SF-12-045&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-SF-12-031&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-31-10-539&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-SF-11-034&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-SF-11-024&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-RA-12-004&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-SF-11-001&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-SF-11-038&amp;language=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/population/data/main_tables

Database

e Population , see:

International Migration and Asylum (migr)

Acquisition and loss of citizenship (migr acqn)

Dedicated section
. Population

Methodology / Metadata

Acquisition and loss of citizenship (ESMS metadata file — migr _acqn_ esms)

International migration flows (ESMS metadata file — migr flow esms)

Population (ESMS metadata file — demo_pop esms)

Population by citizenship and by country of birth (ESMS metadata file — migr stock esms)

Source data for tables and figures (MS Excel)

Acquisition of citizenship statistics-tables and graphs

Other information

COM (2004) 811 Green Paper on an EU approach to managing economic migration

COM (2005) 669 Communication from the Commission - Policy Plan on Legal Migration

COM (2006) 402 Communication from the Commission on Policy priorities in the fight against illegal

immigration of third-country nationals

COM (2007) 512 Communication from the Commission - Third Annual Report on Migration and Inte-

gration

COM (2008) 611 Communication from the Commission - Strengthening the global approach to migration:

increasing coordination, coherence and synergies

COM (2010) 171 Communication from the Commission - Delivering an area of freedom, security and
justice for Europe’s citizens - Action Plan Implementing the Stockholm Programme

External links

Country ranking by Human Development Index (United Nations Development Programme)

European Commission - Home Affairs - Immigration

European Union Democracy Observatory on Citizenship

European Web Site on Integration

OECD - International migration (feed)

International Migration Outlook 2013

eurostat 11


http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/population/data/database
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/population/introduction
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/migr_acqn_esms.htm
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/migr_flow_esms.htm
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/demo_pop_esms.htm
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/migr_stock_esms.htm
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/d/dc/SE_acq_2014_6_Nov_V2.xls
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52004DC0811:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52005DC0669:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52006DC0402:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52007DC0512:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52008DC0611:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52010DC0171:EN:NOT
http://hdr.undp.org/en/statistics/
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/policies/immigration/immigration_intro_en.htm
http://eudo-citizenship.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/index.cfm
http://www.oecd.org/migration/index.xml
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/international-migration-outlook_1999124x
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